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Jacqui Ricchiuti

Executive Director, Keep Akron
Beautiful

Keep Akron Beautiful is a nonprofit
focused on: litter prevention,
beautification & community
improvement

| am NOT a recycling expert, but |
learned A LOT this summer!
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Akron, OH:

Located in NE Ohio

Population is 200,000

63,000 curb service customers

44,000 recycling customers

Started our recycle program in 1988

Weekly collection

75% of the City is collected by City crews, 25% is
contracted out for collection

Recycling in Akron is an opt-in program
Residents receive a $2.50 discount monthly to
recycle



Stakeholders:

City of Akron

Keep Akron Beautiful
Summit ReWorks - SWD
Waste Management

The Recycling Partnership
Ohio EPA



Contamination Issues:

Current contamination rate is 40%
Up 14% in the last two years
Bagged recyclables are our biggest
iIssue non abuse issue

Current staffing levels do not
allocate sufficient time for
proactive education

In 2017 recyclables had a
processed value of $11.11 per ton,
in 2019 the value is -S35.78

We collect approx. 8,500 tons per
year



Recycle Right

 The grant opportunity was  KAB project managed the grant,
graciously made possible by The working closely with the City of Akron
Ohio EPA. Sanitation & Recycling Division.

* The City of Akron recgonized the * 3 phases, each 4 weeks long, with
urgent need to lower the each house inspected 4 times. The
contamination rate due to rising entire duration was 12 weeks. Started
costs. June 1, ended August 23, 20109.

 ReWorks and KAB submitted the e Still in the process of analyzing data.

grant application, ReWorks stepped
in with generous matching funds.

Keep
AKkron

Beautiful
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’Ib‘ RECYCLE THANK YOU FOR RECYCLING THESE:

() Cartons

Aluminum and Food and Beverage Cereal Boxes, Kitchen, Laundry, Bath:
Steel Cans Cartons Newspaper, Magazines, Bottles and Jugs
empty and rinse empty, rinse and Mail, Flattened Cardboard empty, rinse and
remove caps and Paper Tubes remove caps

No Plastic Bags No Glass* No Yard Waste No Textiles No Bulky Items No Food or Liquid
or Plastic Wrap (empty all containers)
(return to retailer)

KeepQ"

>
THE RECYCLING
TO LEARN MORE, . A 99& REWOrKs PARTNERSHIP
call 31 1 (330-375-2311) *The City of Akron does not encourage placing glass into recycling carts at this time. This

or visit akronohio_gov decision was made to improve the quality of the recycle stream and to keep the City recycling
program sustainable until local glass recycling markets improve.




PLEASE LEAVE THESE ITEMS OUT!

0 '@

No Bagged No Plastic Wrap,
Garbage Film or Bags

No Food or Liquid No Clothing
(empty all containers) or Linens
(drop-off only)

T @

No Yard Waste No Bulky Items

CORRECT THIS AND WE WILL COLLECT NEXT TIME.

DANIEL HORRIGAN, MAYOR

TO LEARN MORE,
call 311 (330-375-2311)

or visit akronohio.gov

NO PLASTIC BAGS!

Collecting recyclables in a bag?
Empty the contents into the cart.

Return plastic bags to retailers.

akronohio.gov
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Recycle it right or else
Akron campaignto and bowling balls. e
inspect bins to root This week, the approxi- ‘ —
out chronic offenders mately 44,000 Akron
residential households
that recycle curbside —
and receive arecycling

credit — will get mail-

ers outlining the Recycle
Right Campaign. (About
18,000 households do not
recycle or get the credit.)

BettyLin-Fisher On June 3, temporary
city workers — hired
kronis going with a $236,000 grant
directly through the city was awarded by
recycling carts to the Ohio EPA, a national
try to change the habits group called the Recycling
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SATURDAY LIFE | o1

. FINALISTS NAMED INARTS

GRANT .

ing artists
36 Akron-area visual and performing arti="
named for 2019 Knight Arts chﬂlonse

~ Akron Beacon J

OHIO.COM

uffial

£ facebook.com/AkronBeaconjournal | 82
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In customer behavior
regarding new rules

tion program is nearing
the end, and organizers

kron’s aggressive
12-week recycling
education and inspec-
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Akron adjusts to re

Inspectors see changes

cycling

Dayton
gunmans
records
pit safety
VS. privacy
No easy answers:
Sealing juvenile rap
sheets protects
students. But what
about public?

By Julie Carr Smyth
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS -
Disturbing behavior

say they’re pleased with unm:

the changes that residents e B evhioites n

have made — but there’s EE?;S!SY exs;tgt:;di‘lg
may be detaile

still more work to be done.
This summer, the city

of Akron was awarded a

$236,000 grant by the Ohio

EPA, a national group called

in law enforcement and
school files off limits

to the public, records
that could shed light

on whether authorities

the Recycling Partnership,
Keep Akron Beautiful \ e B
and ReWorks to inspect early
recycling bins during a ‘warning
three-month campaign. signs.
The goal was to educate The
residents about new recy- measures
cling rules that limit what Betts used Lo
can be recycled based on shield
new national after-markets 24-year-old shooter
for recycled materials. Connor Betts' school
The program was designed records and whatever is
aﬂer@ successﬁg] pilot pro- on his juvenile rap sheet
?hmx;;n Atl“;mé in 7.017‘gy were intended to protect
e Recycling Partnership, - people's pri;
which reduced recycling, :‘ov& égg I.ﬁbdldhood
‘tamination Fo. o a ves.
co%he city wan?sytsevhe\p But could erasing
residents follow the new SRR L

Tules, which are universal
in our region, statewide

limit insights that could
protect public safety?

and most of the country. And might such mea-
1have written several sures also serve to
columns ab%u:h the cl:anzeS- insulate school gﬁii:lls
‘You can rea em at www. from having their deci-
tinyurl.com/abjrecycle. sions questioned?

But to recap, China, ? T et "Obviousl{, R': nve:y':

t purchaser of # oA 2 o very complex issue,

O - y said Rachael Strickland,

recycled materials, has
cracked down on what it
will buy. Too many bundles
of recycled materials have
become contaminated
with other materials, mak-

Joyce Flaherty inspects an Akron recycling cart Thursd
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ay on Fifth Street Southwest in Kenmore. [PHIL

Unwanted plastics will turn to fuel

co-chair of the Parent
Coalition for Student
Privacy.

Betts was killed by
police after opening
fire Aug. 4 in the city's

ing them worthless. s
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jugs (throw away the caps), roots will soon be using its plasﬁcsaywmdturvr’ni%z:z wl:lastic doeks from

technology to take plastics Jow-sulfur diesel. It recycling and trash P See DAYTON, A6

See LIN-FISHER, A4

that are not recyclable and

produce paraffin wax used
P o dles and wax-coated

ers in Chicago, parts of
S 1 enuthern Indiana

— | .




Successes and
Challenges
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Advice for other
communities
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Set out Rate

Tagging rate

70.00% 60%
60.00% \ 50%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00% 20%
10.00% 10%

0.00% 0%

week 1 week 2 week 3 week 4 week 1

emm——Phgse ] e===—Phgse 2 e==Phase 3

500

CARTS PULLED

$2.50

/Month Cost
Savings

40%
0% \

=

week 2 week 3 week 4

em——Phgse ] e====Phgse 2 e==Phase 3

$15,000

Cost Savings Per
Year, with Pulling
Egregious Carts
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