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Executive Director, Keep Akron 
Beautiful

Keep Akron Beautiful is a nonprofit 
focused on: litter prevention, 
beautification & community 
improvement

I am NOT a recycling expert, but I 
learned A LOT this summer!



• Located in NE Ohio
• Population is 200,000
• 63,000 curb service customers
• 44,000 recycling customers
• Started our recycle program in 1988
• Weekly collection
• 75% of the City is collected by City crews, 25% is 

contracted out for collection
• Recycling in Akron is an opt-in program
• Residents receive a $2.50 discount monthly to 

recycle

Akron, OH:



Stakeholders:

City of Akron
Keep Akron Beautiful 
Summit ReWorks - SWD
Waste Management
The Recycling Partnership
Ohio EPA



• Current contamination rate is 40%
• Up 14% in the last two years
• Bagged recyclables are our biggest 

issue non abuse issue
• Current staffing levels do not 

allocate sufficient time for 
proactive education

• In 2017 recyclables had a 
processed value of $11.11 per ton, 
in 2019 the value is -$35.78

• We collect approx. 8,500 tons per 
year

Contamination Issues:



Recycle Right
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• The grant opportunity was 
graciously made possible by The 
Ohio EPA.

• The City of Akron recgonized the 
urgent need to lower the 
contamination rate due to rising 
costs.

• ReWorks and KAB submitted the 
grant application, ReWorks stepped 
in with generous matching funds.

• KAB project managed the grant, 
working closely with the City of Akron 
Sanitation & Recycling Division.

• 3 phases, each 4 weeks long, with 
each house inspected 4 times. The 
entire duration was 12 weeks. Started 
June 1, ended August 23, 2019.

• Still in the process of analyzing data.
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Successes and 
Challenges
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Advice for other 
communities



500
CARTS PULLED

$2.50
/Month Cost 

Savings

$15,000
Cost Savings Per 
Year, with Pulling 
Egregious Carts
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